DAY 1
Have you ever wondered what God expects of you? It’s an interesting thought, isn’t it? If you asked
most Christ-followers if they want to live the kind of life God expects from them, you’d expect the answer to be “yes.” But we can’t do that if we don’t know what God expects, can we? So let’s take a
moment and learn what it is that God expects of us.
There is a lot of ways we can answer this question. But one of the best ways of defining what God expects from us is actually quite simple: God expects us to be holy. And when it comes to holiness, God’s
expectations are spelled out in no uncertain terms. God says in the Bible, “Be holy because I, the Lord
your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). If God is holy, and expects us to be holy, then we really need to
figure this out.
What does it mean to be holy? If something is “holy” it means that it is sacred by nature, as opposed to
something that is worldly, or common. It means a certain separation from the world. What is holy is of
God, not of this world. In the Bible, God is described over and over again as being holy:
• 1 Samuel 2:2 says, “There is no one holy like the Lord.” But the Bible also calls us to be holy, just like God.
• Leviticus 20:26 says, “You are to be holy to me because I, the Lord, am holy, and I have set you apart
from the nations to be my own.”
• 1 Peter 1:15-16 says, “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
"Be holy, because I am holy."
The call is clear: God has a very real expectation that we act and live holy lives. Now you know
that God expects you to live a holy life. We’re going to spend the next few days learning exactly
what that means.

CONSIDER THIS . . .

• Spend a few moments in prayer to God, praising Him for His holiness and asking Him to open your
eyes to learning more about His being holy.

DAY 2
God is holy. It’s a simple truth with big consequences. We mentioned this yesterday. But, we’re going to
dig a little deeper in this devotion and take a look at exactly what we means when we say, “God is holy.”
First of all, the Bible is full of references to God’s holiness. There are way too many verses to list on this
page, but here are a few:
•
•
•
•
•

“In that day men will look to their Maker and turn their eyes to the Holy One of Israel.”Isaiah 7:7
“Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.”Psalm 22:3
“Sing to the Lord, you saints of his; praise his holy name.”Psalm 30:4
“Let them praise your great and awesome name—he is holy.”Psalm 99:3
“Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy.”Psalm 99:5

So, what Scripture is trying to tell us is that God is holy . . . OK, got it. But let’s take it a step further
and really flesh this out.
When the Bible says God is holy, it means that He is different than anything else in all the creation. It’s
kind of like a comparison. Picture God in a category all by Himself. This category could be called, “sacred,” or better yet, “Things of God.” Now, everything else in the entire world, in all of creation, would
be in a category called “secular,” or, “Things of the World.” Do you get it? God alone is holy. We’ll
look a little later what it means for us that God has made us holy. But for now, it’s enough for us to
know that there is no one holy but God.
God is set apart from the world. God’s ways are perfect. The ways of the world are flawed. God is
perfectly good. The world is sinful. God is perfectly loving. The world teaches a selfish, unreliable form
of love. God is eternally faithful, the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. The world is ever-changing;
what is valuable today is thrown out tomorrow. See what we’re getting at?
God is holy. And because of this, He alone is worthy of our love and devotion. We can safely and confidently give our lives to God knowing that He is separated from all things, and perfect in all that He is.

CONSIDER THIS . . .

• Look back at the Bible verses above. Why is praise or worship the right response to God’s holiness?
• What does the fact that you have a relationship with a holy God mean for your everyday life?
• Respond to God’s holiness by listening to your favorite praise song today. As you do, think of who it is
you are praising, and how He alone is holy.

DAY 3
Before we jump in, let’s review a bit. We learned that God expects you to be holy. Then, we learned that
God Himself is holy. In this devotion, we’re going to have our minds blown a little bit at the next truth in
this discussion of holiness. You’re about to see how awesome God really is.
We’ve established that God is holy. Check! You’ve got that one down. But did you know that you are holy, as
well? We’re not talking about the way you act or talk . . . Actually, this has very little to do with you at all. You
are holy, because you are God’s. God has made you holy. Let’s go a little deeper and flesh this out some.
If you’ve read your Old Testament, you know that God called the nation of Israel to be His people.
Through Abraham, God created a nation to be set apart for Him. The nation grew, and was ultimately enslaved by the Egyptians. But through Moses and Joshua, God delivered His people to the Promised Land.
Look at what God said about them:
• “I am the Lord who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy
• ”Leviticus 11:45
Wow . . . there it is again. The call to be holy. God was basically saying to the Israelites, because I saved
you, you are to be holy. God gave the Israelites the Law to live as holy people. But the Israelites could
not keep the Law. They could not live holy lives. Their sin made them unholy. But God knew this all along.
So, He planned to send His Son, Jesus, as a once-and-for-all sacrifice for the sins of all humankind. God
counted Jesus’ death on the cross as the payment for the sins of all humankind.
Here’s the cool thing: Jesus’ death on the cross made us holy. Don’t believe me? Look at what the Bible says:
• “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”—Ephesians 1:4
• “But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight,
without blemish and free from accusation.”-Colossians 1:22
Remember when we said that God expects you to be holy? He does. But, He knew you could never do it
on your own. He knew your sin would always keep you “un-holy,” and that this un-holiness would always
be a barrier between you and Him. So, God sent Jesus to make you holy. If you have professed your
belief in Jesus as the Son of God, and have submitted your life to His lordship, then you are holy in God’s
sight. And not by anything you have done or ever will do. You are holy in God’s sight because He sees
you through the lens of Jesus’ obedient death on the cross.
You are holy because Jesus made you holy. And that’s pretty amazing.

CONSIDER THIS . . .

• How does it make you feel that Jesus went to the cross just for you, and that His sacrifice made you
holy in God’s sight?
• Do you understand what it means to have a saving relationship with Jesus? If you have any questions
about what it means to have forgiveness from your sins, don’t hesitate to go to your youth leader and
ask him or her your questions.

DAY 3
We’ve covered a lot over the past three devotions. And if we look back, it may seem like we find ourselves
in an unusual situation. We know that God is holy. We know He expects us to live holy lives. But, we
learned in the last devotion that Jesus made us holy through His sacrifice on the cross. So . . . If Jesus made
us holy, and that had nothing to do with us, where do we come in? Are we off the hook? Does the work
Jesus did on our behalf to make us holy mean we don’t have to worry about how we live, or act, or think?
Not quite.
Here’s a funny truth about our lives as Christ-followers. Jesus definitely made us holy through His death on
the cross for our sins. But, God’s call on your life to be a holy person is aimed specifically at the way you
live your life. You see, Christ made you holy in God’s eyes. But you were made holy to live a holy life. Your
life on this earth is a testimony to Jesus’ sacrifice on your behalf. Let’s see what the Bible says about this:
• Let’s not forget Peter’s call in 1 Peter 1:15-16: “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all
you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
• Colossians 3:12 reveals a little of what this looks like: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”
• Romans 12:1 calls us to live holy lives as our act of worship to God: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers,
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your
spiritual act of worship.”
• Hebrews 12:14 spells it out pretty clearly: “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be
holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.”
• 1 Thessalonians 4:7 says, “For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.”
It’s pretty straightforward: God expects you to live a holy life. Remember, the idea of “holy” is the idea
of being separated for God, to be sacred instead of worldly. God desires for you to live like His children,
like members of His family. Your life should look dramatically different from the world around you. Think
about how this affects you . . .

What does the music you listen to say about your holiness? What about the movies you watch? How do
your words testify to the fact that you have been made holy by Christ’s sacrifice? How do the clothes you
wear identify you as godly and not worldly? What about the way you interact online . . . the sites you
visit, how you conduct yourself on Facebook and other social media outlets? It’s a lot to consider, isn’t it?
It’s OK to feel a little overwhelmed. God never promised living for Him would be easy. But, He has given
us life, and has made us holy so we can live holy lives. The coolest thing? If we live holy lives, we will
actually draw people to Christ. They will notice the difference in us and they will recognize this difference
is from our closeness with God.
Your holy living is a huge part of testifying to the difference Christ has made in your life.

